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thrust himself in like a wedge between the two
armies and drive them back beyond the cross-road
by which alone they could readily communicate.
His great mistake, the mistake of his life one
may say, was to imagine that under no circum-
stances would Blucher, if beaten and retreating,
abandon his line of communication with Germany.

Charleroi was in the hands of Napoleon almost
before Blucher, who had his headquarters at
Namur, even knew of his approach. At half-past
four on the morning of June I5th Zieten, who, with
the first Prussian army corps, was in command in
that neighbourhood, heard the sound of the first
French cannon. He at once sent to inform
Blucher in Namur and the Duke of Wellington in
Brussels; and, later in the day, despatched the
information to Blucher that, according to a
French deserter, General Bourmont, Napoleon's
forces numbered 120,000 men. Zieten abandoned
Charleroi without a struggle; and Blucher ordered
him to retreat along the highway, expressing the
hope, however, that he would not need to retire
beyond Fleurus: "For to-morrow I expect to
concentrate the army in the neighbourhood of
Sombreffe."

The order for the Prussian army to concentrate,
given by Gneisenau on the night of the I4th while
Blucher still slept, had, unfortunately, only
in part been obeyed. Bulow, with the whole
fourth army corps, was not to be at hand when
the critical moment came. The reason is a